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Marshall University helps students with technology access during the pandemic
By Lauren Fife
During the COVID-19 pandemic, some students have
experienced difficulties with
the transition to virtual learning. Though some classes are
available in-person, many are
still online (with no meetings) or taught virtually (where
students attend synchronous class with a virtual program).
According to the university’s Coronavirus Information
webpage, Marshall recommends that students maintain
regular communication with professors, make themselves
familiar with commonly used programs such as Blackboard Collaborate Ultra and Microsoft Teams, and priori-

tize schoolwork along with mental and physical health to
ensure success with virtual and online courses.
“I didn’t have much experience with BCU (Blackboard
Collaborate Ultra) before last year, but it was really easy
to figure out. Now, most of my classes are held on there,”
(Continued on page 2)

Impacts of the pandemic on local coffee shops
By Dominic Collins
With the emergence of the novel coronavirus, life as we
knew it was flipped upside down. In early 2020, worldwide travel was restricted, the economy tanked, and we
were stuck inside for months during a lockdown. This
pandemic has no doubt impacted everyone greatly, especially those who run small businesses.
Thankfully for the people of Huntington, our local coffee
shops have stood strong against the pandemic and were
able to maintain operation, albeit facing many challenges
such as reduced hours and supply chain issues. I recently
had to opportunity to speak with the owners of Huntington’s popular local cafes—Nomada Bakery, Grindstone
Coffeeology, and Old Village Roastery—about how the
pandemic has not only affected them financially, but also
how it affected coffee culture in Huntington.

At Nomada, I sat down with owner Ariel Barcenas to hear
what he had to say regarding his business during the pandemic. Financially speaking, Nomada has been doing well
given current circumstances, even with reduced hours.
Barcenas stated that “the hardest part about the pandemic
is the change from sit-down dining, to online to go orders.
We had to update our website to handle the large volume
of orders we were getting, it's not possible to take every
order over the phone.”
Another change Barcenas attributes to the pandemic is
type of products that he can sell. “For example, it takes 7
minutes to make a French press, I cannot sell a French
press to go unless someone is willing to wait 10 minutes.
We had to make several choices on how to change our service.” Barcenas’s experience suggests the impact that

Marshall’s women’s soccer team is handling the pandemic
By Averi Aya-ay
When contemplating how different organizations on campus have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, I instantly thought about how Marshall athletics has been
thrown into adapting to this pandemic while still attempting to maintain their sports seasons. The biggest question
most of us have had is how people can practice for hours
and play games in masks. I have struggled personally to
work out for an hour or so in a mask, so it’s difficult to
imagine spending hours of intense training in one. Since

(Continued on page 2)

my sister plays on Marshall’s soccer team, I have an understanding of how difficult this season has been for them
and led me to a focus on the team and how the pandemic
has affected their experiences in and out of practice. I interviewed girls on the team and found that they all had
fascinating perspectives and positive outlooks on the situation.
I first asked them to talk a little about how their team and
(Continued on page 3)
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Technology (Continued from page
1)

said Jordan King, a senior
biology major.
With courses being offered
virtually, having dependable computer access and a
stable internet connection
are essential. For students
who live on or near campus, Marshall is now offering VHUB (virtual learning
HUB) seats across campus
to give students a designated place to work and attend
Coffee (Continued from page 1)

COVID-19 has had on local shops: the inability to
provide their desired service in the intended manner. Barcenas also mentioned that not having people dining in detracts from
the overall experience that
Nomada hopes to provide,
that of a small and relaxing
café. “You want to be able
to sit and enjoy your meal”
Barcenas said.
However, Barcenas is
hopeful that people will
return and be able to enjoy
coffee and pastries in the
store once vaccines are
widespread. “We have
many customers who have
explicitly stated that they
can’t wait to come back
and enjoy the atmosphere
again, sitting with the
plants and enjoying the
smell of coffee is part of
the whole experience.”
The next coffee shop I visited was Grindstone Coffeeology, owned by Brendan Fenn. After ordering a
large iced americano, I sat
down with Fenn for to hear
what he had to say regarding the pandemic. Regarding the financial, Fenn stated that “America has al-

virtual classes with reliable
wireless internet.
“I’ve used Marshall’s
VHUB seats before when
my Wi-Fi went out at
home, so I could still attend my classes and get my
work done,” said Alyson
Smith, a commuting senior
who majors in exercise science. “It was really convenient and everyone was
socially distanced while
they worked,” Smith said.
Students also have access
to computers at Drinko Liways been a drive-through
culture, so even with our
closing of the seating area
we saw an uptick in business due to the change in
people’s comfort levels.”
Business is going so well,
in fact, he told me that “if
and when we open second
location, it will be drive
through only.” While this
is wonderful for his future
growth as a business, he
also told me that current
circumstances have impacted his overall goals,
causing him to shift priorities to the new drivethrough location. “As far as
future investments, we
aren’t rushing to expand
our seating area which
takes the focus away from
being a destination for coffee to something more that
is available.” Fenn’s plans
suggest that by impacting
businesses financially, it
also impacts them culturally by changing the way
people view coffee shops.
While he is hopeful for the
future of sit-down coffee,
he also stated “the pandemic has affected people mentally, I think it’ll be a while
before people start coming
back to sit down after being cautious for so long.”

brary, and some VHUBs
have desktop computers
with built-in webcams for
students who require a
webcam when taking exams or participating in
online classes.
Technological
problems
can make virtual learning
more difficult, so the university’s IT service desk is
available to troubleshoot
any issues. Students who
are still experiencing technological problems with
online or virtual learning

can fill out the Technology
Hardship Form. This can
be accessed by going to the
University
Coronavirus
Information Page, selecting
“Keep Learning” and clicking on the “Technology
Hardship Link.” VHUB
seats can be reserved at
www.marshall.libcal.com/
reserve/vhub. The university’s IT service desk can be
reached via online chat, by
phone at 304-696-3200, or
by email at itservicedesk
@marshall.edu.

Nomada Bakery at Heritage Station

The last stop of my day
was the Old Village
Roastery, a pillar of the
Huntington community for
over 26 years. At this
point, I have already had
several cups of coffee so I
opted for a small cup of
Colombian batch brew and
spoke for few minutes with
Vicky Cooper, one of the
owners. On the topic of
finances, Cooper states that
“we have been very fortunate and have been able to
hold our own despite closing the storefront initially

Courtesy of Nomada

at the start of the pandemic. At that time, we still
maintained a shipping clientele.”
Cooper says that despite all
the challenges that COVID
-19 has caused, they have
been able to maintain the
same level of business as
usual. Culturally, Cooper
mentioned that they were
fortunate to have a dedicated customer base that they
have established over the
past 26 years. She is happy
to provide people with de-
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Impacts (Continued from page 2)

licious coffee and is hopeful for the future of coffee
in Huntington and for the
Old Village Roaster to remain a staple in the area for
many more years, contributing even further to the
developing coffee culture
in the area.
Soccer (Continued from page 1)

coaches have adapted their
testing schedules, practices
and everything in between
to fit social distancing
guidelines.
Abi Dropik, a senior women’s soccer player, stated
“Our trainer has monitored
our health daily and we get
COVID-19 tested often, so
I feel much safer because
of that.” She also said that
although a few girls had
COVID-19 last semester
she was thankful that no
one has tested positive so
far this semester.
Laura Farrelly, a junior international student on the
soccer team who will be
graduating this summer,
spoke some about all the
changes that their coaches
have made to keep them

After speaking with the
owners of various local
coffee shops, it has become
apparent that COVID-19
has caused many to adapt
their business to fit the
needs of ever evolving situation. Fortunately for these
businesses, the community
support has been immense
which them allows to continue positive financial op-

eration. For many people,
they await the day they can
finally sit back down in
café and enjoy some coffee
with a friend. I believe it
will be some time until it is
possible to do that again.
Grindstone, Nomada, and
the Old Village Roastery
will continue to be pillars
of the coffee culture community in Huntington for

many more years to come.
Local business is a driving
force that helps to makes
our town culturally unique
and this reporter would like
to see students do their part
to help them stay afloat
through tough times.

safe like not letting them
travel outside of a thirtymile radius, limiting their
social interactions outside
of soccer and splitting their
team into two groups in the
locker rooms.
She also felt that frequent
testing made her feel most
at ease during the season
and feels that their team
has adapted relatively well
to the situation.
Tesia Schray, a junior on
the soccer team, stated that
she did not feel as safe
when they started practicing, but now feels that their
coaches have created a safer environment for their
season this semester. She
explained “Our team has
been very smart recently
and we are sticking to seeing only each other with a
few exceptions, and those

exceptions are also safe to
be around. Basically, we
have minimized our contact
with other people and are
respectful of each other’s
health.”
Although the pandemic has
been grueling and devasting for so many, I was interested to see if the girls
felt that there were any
positive aspects
in how
their season has changed
and how their lives have
been consequently been
affected.
Abi Dropik stated that the
pandemic has allowed her
the opportunity to learn so
much more about technology, especially technological
programs that have helped
them improve their game
like film programs. She
also stated, “Playing sports
has allowed me to stay ac-

tive and have personal connections during the pandemic.”
Laura Farrelly also had
some insights into how she
feels their team has grown
from this unfortunate situation and learned to respect
each other on a much deeper level. “The pandemic
has brought our team together a lot in terms of respecting each other enough
to not make risky decisions
that could expose our teammates or their families to
COVID-19. It has also allowed me to stay active and
sociable with people who
have similar schedules as
me daily which is great in
terms of an easy support
system.” Farrelly said.

Impacts of COVID-19 on student involvement
By Alyssa Milbee
Many college students look
forward to joining clubs
and organizations on campus, although differing opportunity for involvement
is yet another consequence
of the COVID-19 pandemic. In an effort to maintain
high levels of student involvement on campus,
many clubs and organizations at Marshall University
have reworked previously
structured in-person events

and have gotten creative
with involvement opportunities. Members of Marshall University’s Student
Government Association
(SGA) have experienced
changes within SGA and
the clubs and organizations
affiliated with SGA.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
has re-invented SGA,” stated Rosheka Beckford, who
serves as SGA’s Senate
Education and Outreach
Director. Beckford contin-

ues by explaining that “we
have moved to a completely virtual platform. If the
main focus of an organization is in-person activities
or social gatherings, that
same atmosphere is difficult to convert to an online
format.”
While virtual events and
meetings have presented a
challenge for organizations
structured around in-person
activities, there are many
benefits to holding these

gatherings from a distance.
Students away from campus can stay connected, and
organization members can
still interact with one another without fear of
spreading the virus.
Although challenges presented by the pandemic
continue to adversely impact in-person and some on
-campus activities, Beckford adds,
“I think the
(Continued on page 4)
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By Bouthiana Fathallah

Connection to the Honors
College: Member of the
Honors College since 2020
Class Level: Fr eshman
Major: Communication
Disorders
Hometown: Par ker sbur g,
West Virginia
Interacting with children,
reading, and writing
A Word She Would Use to
Describe Herself: Independent
Involvement on Campus:
Marshall University Honors
College member, Marshall
University Cheerleading
team member
Community Involvement:
Marshall University Cheerleader
Awards: Dean’s List Fall
2020
Favorite Marshall Memories So Far: Cheer ing at
Involvement (Continued from page
3)

biggest thing organizations
can do is to remind new,
potential, or current members that this situation isn’t
forever. The COVID-19
pandemic forced us to
move with better technology—a positive note.”
Laura Hundley, who serves
as SGA’s Senate Treasurer,
has encouraged organizations and students alike to
continue efforts to get in-

the memorial football game
and leading the “We are
Marshall” chant.
Proudest Accomplishments: Making the Marshall
Cheerleading team, being
her high school Senior Class
President and graduation
speaker, graduating high
school with high honors,
and being the recipient of
multiple prestigious scholarships for college.
Hopes for the Semester:
To do well in school, make
new friends, and step out of
her comfort zone.
Impact of COVID-19: A
major adjustment to virtual
learning, missing out on
normal college freshman
experiences of an in-person
week of welcome, cheering
at atypical football and basketball games with socially
distanced arenas, and facing
challenges with meeting and
interacting with peers.

Honorable Mention

volved,
adding
that
“Organizations can contact
local non-profits to see
what they can do to safely
help at this time. Animals
shelters still need volunteers, food pantries still
need to be filled, and trash
still needs to be picked up
around town. The opportunities are there, we just
need to reach for them.”
While SGA has seen
changes in enrollment, the
organization
has
still
worked diligently to aid

other clubs and organizations on campus, while
hoping to encourage student involvement campus
wide.
“One great way organizations can receive help during these difficult times is
by receiving funding from
SGA,” Hundley stated,
“and organizations can receive up to $500 a semester.”
SGA provides funds for
organizations to use for ta-

bling materials, t-shirts,
virtual conference speakers, and more. SGA members hope that through the
use of these funds, clubs
and organizations at the
University can encourage
student participation and
outreach.
Organizations
interested in learning more
about receiving funding
from SGA can contact
Hundley
at
hundley25@marshall.edu.

ing the opportunity to travel. During the beginning of
the pandemic, the possibility to travel anywhere
seemed to be out of reach.
Luckily, the university has
taken precautions in order
to get life back to normal as

quickly and safely as possible [see Fife’s article on p.1
of this edition].
A big question for many
students is whether study
abroad is possible for 2021.

Emily Yanok

Courtesy of Emily Yanok

Study abroad during the pandemic
By Audrey Stark
In the past year, students
and faculty of Marshall
University have faced
many hardships. A pandemic, transitioning to
strictly online schooling,
and other struggles in the

community are enough to
make any one person lose
hope, let alone an entire
university. Through it all,
we have persevered.
COVID-19 has brought
many
unwelcome
restrictions; one of those be-

(Continued on page 5)
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Study Abroad

(Continued from

page 4)

Currently, there are no travel restrictions prohibiting
U.S. citizens from leaving
the country, but there is
required testing for COVID
-19
when
they
return. Depending on where a
student may be are studying abroad, restrictions
could be different.

Keely Kiser, a sophomore
studying psychology tells
me, “Things are looking up
for student travel.” Kiser is
interested in studying at
Anglia Ruskin University
in Cambridge, UK. She
plans on traveling there in
the fall semester of this
year.
However, this plan is not
set in stone. Kiser says she
is still awaiting an answer

from the study abroad office and this decision won’t
be made until May.
When looking at the Marshall University website,
there is limited information
for study abroad during the
pandemic. What we know
is that if you are wanting to
travel this year, it is going
to take extra planning and
extra precautions. For more
information about planning

your study abroad trip
check
out
https://
www.marshall.edu/studyabroad/getting-started/
planning-your-studyabroad/. You can reach the
study abroad office at (304)
-696-2292. You can also
email Tyler Sharp at tyler.sharp@marshall.edu.

President Jerry Gilbert of Marshall University shown wearing a mask at the start of the Fall 2020 semester

(Marshall University)
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